

AGM 05-31-14

Annual General Meeting, RSCDS Southwest Washington State Branch
Saturday, May 31, 2014, 1:00 pm
Clark PUD Community Room, 1200 Fort Vancouver Way, Vancouver
"TO DO" items in blue
Motions in italics
Ctrl+Click to follow link to website document “Attachment”.
13 Present: John Shaw, Theresa Ryan, Susan Shaw, Tom Halpenny, Liza Halpenny, Linda Mae Dennis, Patrick Hogan, Van Meter Hord, Norma Rice, 
[Geri Stuart, Martin MacKenzie, Eunice MacKenzie, Maggie Faber]
1. Quorum (7)

Met with 9 voting Branch members present.

Meeting called to order 1:04 pm.
2. Accept the Minutes from prior General Meetings - Secretary

The September 18, 2012 minutes were approved as read.
The June 2, 2013 minutes were approved as corrected.
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3. Treasurer's Report – Susan Shaw
03-Treasurer Report 
04-Income Statement 
The Branch needs an auditor for the 7/1/2013 – 6/30/2014 financial records, who is a Branch member not serving on the Management Board.
4. Membership Chair – Liza Halpenny
05-Membership Report  

5. Teacher's Report – Liza Halpenny
06-Teacher Report  
6. Committee Reports, if any
Secretary's Report – Tom Halpenny
07-Secretary Report 
Goals and Methods Report – Tom Halpenny
08-Goals and Methods Report 
Discussion. Despite the general decline of folk dancing like SCD and Square Dance, some clubs are able to locally counteract the decline. Happy Hoppers square dance club increased its membership from 40 to 100. The club hosts weekly square dance lessons attended by 70 club members and student dancers. Dues are $15 compared with $35 RSCDS branch dues. The club pays a modest fee per member to the Washington state federation of about 100 clubs, for accidental injury and liability insurance. Happy Hoppers is a member of both WA and OR area councils and advertises in WA and OR state newsletters, and has a website.
What are the Branch goals? Documenting the goals is in process.

What has been the trend in this branch membership? Branch membership has held steady, with a slight increase in Associate members and Affiliates. Increased number Associate members from Portland OR branch as some SwWaS branch members have become “secondary” members of Portland branch.
Demo Report – Geri Stuart (was read during 10. New Business agenda item)
09-Demo Report 
7. Chair's Report – John Shaw
10-Chair Report 
8. Solicit a Representative to the RSCDS AGM

No one volunteered to attend the RSCDS AGM in Perth, Scotland on November 7 - 9.  

Secretary will arrange a representative who will submit the Branch’s votes for board and committee candidates, and motions.
9. Old Business - None
10. New Business

Shall the Branch cease collecting birthday info and sending birthday cards to members? 
Discussion. Secretary read the BOD meeting motion that failed. Secretary read email from a Branch member thanking Van Meter Hord for making the birthday cards. Noted that other SCD class members do not receive the cards. It is possible to expand the list beyond the current member benefit, e.g. dancers who regularly attend classes. However it is too much for teachers to keep track of dancer birthday info. A dancer might be sufficiently impressed by the thoughtful gesture to want to join the Branch. Van is willing to continue making the birthday cards for the list of Branch members, Associate members, and Affiliates. Thank you Van! The Chair thanked everyone for the ideas and noted the Board can continue the discussion.

11. Elections
The nominating committee (Linda Mae Dennis) has proposed the following slate of officers:

Chair - John Shaw


Vice Chair - Theresa Ryan


Treasurer - Susan Shaw


Secretary - Tom Halpenny

There were no nominations from the floor.

Linda Mae Dennis: I move to accept the slate of officers.   Norma Rice seconded.  
The motion passed.

FYI: Teachers’ Representative for the coming year: Linda Mae Dennis
12. Adjourn

Linda Mae Dennis: I move to adjourn the 2014 AGM.  Liza Halpenny seconded.  
The motion passed.  Meeting adjourned at 2:02 pm
Year End clean-up:

Secretary will file Branch Secretary Report with RSCDS by June 30.
Secretary will file Annual Branch Report with RSCDS by June 30.
Any changes to the Management Board need to be made to the RSCDS website database.
Any changes to the allowed signatories at the Bank need to be made.
The circulated minutes were adopted as read at the SwWaS Branch AGM, May 17, 2015.

John Shaw, Chair

Tom Halpenny, Secretary
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